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1. Credits (02:20)

[The film begins inside a moving boxcar, in which the flickering light dimly
reveals a man hunched over. (It is only at the end of the film that we realize
that what we are seeing is George traveling alone after killing Lennie). The
credits are shown on the interior boxcar walls.]

2. On the run: Escape from Weed (04:00)

GEORGE: Come on!
[Screaming of a woman]
[Dogs barking]

LENNIE: Them dogs! Them dogs!

GEORGE: Keep moving! [Panting] Come on. breathing heavily
[Dogs barking] (bellen)

MEN: Take 'em down! Over on the bank there. Keep looking! Get them (Ufer)
dogs back on the scent! (Fahrte)

GEORGE: [Splashing of water] Stay down.

MEN: That's a boy. Sniff it out! They done crossed that bridge! Horace,
you go with them. Here we go! Come on! Come on! Pick it up, boy! Pick it
up! They got to be down here somewhere!

GEORGE: Come on. Come on. Lennie. Get down.

[Train approaching]

[Train whistle blows]

GEORGE: Hurry up. Get up there. [Bell clangs]

LENNIE: George.

GEORGE: What you want?

LENNIE: Where are we going?

GEORGE: To get away from here.

LENNIE: I'm all wet.

GEORGE: Let's take off your coat. Come on. Come on. Just lay down and
get some rest.

LENNIE: George.

GEORGE: Go to sleep, Lennie.

LENNIE: I'm sleeping. George.

3. In Town and on the bus (08:45)

[Background voices]
LENNIE: George, where are we goin'?
GEORGE: We're going to a ranch to work.

BUSDRIVER: Come on. Get off here.

LENNIE: George. George, wake up.

BUSDRIVER: You're in Soledad.

GEORGE: We're going to the Tyler Ranch.

BUSDRIVER: You got to get off here! The ranch is down the road.
GEORGE: How far?

BUSDRIVER: Just down the road a stretch.
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4. The walk to the ranch (10:12)

GEORGE: Where the hell is it ?

LENNIE: George, where are we going?

GEORGE: Jesus Christ, you're a crazy bastard.

LENNIE: | forgot.

GEORGE: | spend all my time telling you things and you forget them.

LENNIE: | remember about the rabbits.

GEORGE: Hell with them rabbits. That's all you can remember. -

O.K. Listen. This time don't forget. We went into Murray and Ready's. They give
us work cards and bus tickets.

LENNIE: George, | remember that now. But, George. | ain't got mine. | must
have lost it.

GEORGE: You never had none. I've got both of them. Think I'd let you carry
your own work card?

LENNIE: | thought | had it in my pocket. -

GEORGE: What did you take out of that pocket?

LENNIE: There’s nothing in the pocket, George.

GEORGE: | know. You got it in your hand. What you got in your hand?

LENNIE: George, that's my mouse. But | didn't kill it. | found it dead.

GEORGE: Give it here.

LENNIE: George, leave me have it.

GEORGE: Give it here! What do you want with a dead mouse, anyway?

LENNIE: I was just petting it with the fingers while we was walking along.

GEORGE: You ain't pettin' no mice when you walk with me. You gonna give
me that mouse, or am | gonna have to sock you?

Come on. - Blubbering like a baby, a big guy like you. Lennie, | ain't takin' it
away for meanness. That mouse ain't fresh, Lennie. If you get another mouse
that's fresh, I'll let you keep him awhile.

LENNIE: | don't know where there is no other mouse. The lady used to give
me some, but that lady ain't here no more.

GEORGE: Lady? Don't you even remember who that lady was? That's your
aunt Clara. She stopped giving them to you. You always killed them by petting
them too hard.

Tell you what I'll do. First chance | get I'll get you a puppy. That'd be better than
mice. You could pet 'em harder. O.K.? Hmm?
[Motor vehicle approaches]

GEORGE: Hey! Hey! Hey! Son of a bitch!

LENNIE: What did you say, George?

GEORGE: | said, son of a bitch. Bus driver lied to us. Just too damn lazy to
stop at the ranch gate. Son of a bitch!

LENNIE: Son of a bitch! Jesus Christ, George. | said it, too.

GEORGE: Yeah, | heard you.

LENNIE: George, we — we wasn't supposed to say that.

GEORGE: Yeah? Why not?

LENNIE: Aunt Clara don't like it.

GEORGE: Yeah? Well, she's dead.

5. The overnight stop by the river (13:47)

GEORGE: Lennie. Don't drink so much. - Hey.
LENNIE: That's good, George. You have a drink. You have a good, big
drink.

employment
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GEORGE: It's nice here. We'll just spend the night, go to the ranch tomor- rolled-up blanket

row. with possessions
LENNIE: Ain't we gonna get no supper?
GEORGE: Yeah, sure we are. | got three cans of beans in my bindle.
LENNIE: I like beans with ketchup. --
| like beans with ketchup.
GEORGE: We ain't got any. Go get some wood so we can build a fire. We
got enough beans here for four men.
LENNIE: | like them with ketchup.
GEORGE: We ain't got any. Goddamn it! Whatever we ain't got, that's what
you want.
LENNIE: George. - George. making fun
GEORGE: What you want?
LENNIE: George, | was only fooling. | don't want no ketchup.
GEORGE: If -it was here, you could have some.

LENNIE: George, | wouldn’t eat no ketchup. I'd leave it all for you. and you wonderful, good

could cover your beans with it. | wouldn't touch none of it. ng?ii{mies
GEORGE: When | think of the swell time | could have without you, | go nuts. | dollars

never get any peace. If | was alone, | could live so easy. | could get a job and (Bordell)

work and no trouble. No mess at all: When the end of the month come, | could _

take my 50 bucks, | could go into town and get whatever | want. | could stay in moving

a cathouse all night. - And what do | got? | got you. You can't keep a job. You

lose me every job | get. You keep me shoving all over the country all the time. i trouble

- That ain’t the worst. You get in trouble. You do bad things, and | got to get you

out. All the time. Crazy son of a bitch. You keep me in hot water all the time. TS

LENNIE: George, you... - You want | should go away and leave you alone?
GEORGE: Where the hell would you go? Iz Emes
LENNIE: I could go... | could go off in them hills there and find a cave.
GEORGE: Yeah? How'd you eat? You ain't got sense enough to find nothing

to eat.
LENNIE: I find things. | don't need this nice food with ketchup. George, if

you don't want me, I'll go off in them hills and get a cave. -

And | wouldn't get no mice stole off me, either! -
GEORGE: Jesus Christ, your aunt Clara wouldn't like you running off by

yourself. Hey. Go get some wood so we can build a fire before it gets dark.

6. At the campfire (18:20)

LENNIE: George.

GEORGE: What?

LENNIE: Tell me like you done before.

GEORGE: Tell you what ?

LENNIE: About the... About the rabbits.

GEORGE: Not tonight.

LENNIE: Come on, George. Tell it like you done before. Please?

GEORGE: You get a kick out of that, don't you? O.K. | will. - Guys like us that
work on ranches are the loneliest guys in the world. They ain't got no family,
and they don't belong no place, and they got nothing to look ahead to.

LENNIE: But not us, George. Tell about us now.

GEORGE: We ain't like that. We got a future. We got somebody that gives a
damn about us. If them other guys gets in jail, nobody cares.

LENNIE: But not us, George, because | got you to look after me, but you got
me to look after — George, tell about how it's gonna be.

that turns you on

prison

going to
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GEORGE: Someday, we're gonna have us a little house and a couple of
acres... And a cow and a pig -

LENNIE: - a pig ... And chickens. We gonna live off the fat of the land and
have rabbits. - George, tell what we got in the garden. Then tell about the rab-
bits in winter and about the stove and, uh, uh... How thick the cream was on
the milk, like you t — go ahead, George. Tell it.

GEORGE: Why not do it yourself ?

LENNIE: George. no! It's not the same when | tell it. It's not the s — tell wh-
what — how | get to tend the rabbits.

GEORGE: We're going to have a big vegetable patch. We're going to have
a rabbit hutch. Down in the flat, we'll have- —

LENNIE: - a little piece of alfalfa for the rabbits. And | get to tend the rabbits.

GEORGE: When it rains in the winter, we'll just say, "hell with going to work,"
and we'll just build a fire in the stove, and we'll just sit there, and we'll listen to
the rain. [gets up]

- Lennie, | want you to look around here. If you get in any trouble, | want you
to come right here. You hide in the brush.

LENNIE: Hide in the brush.

GEORGE: Hide in the brush until | come for you. Can you remember that?

LENNIE: Sure | can, George. Hide in the brush till you come for me.

GEORGE: But you’re not going to get in any trouble because if you get in
trouble, | ain’t gonna let you tend the rabbits.

LENNIE: I'm not gonna get into any trouble.

GEORGE: O.K.

LENNIE: | can remember. By God.

GEORGE: Let's get some rest. It's gonna be nice sleeping here... Looking up
at the leaves.

LENNIE: George.

GEORGE: What do you want?

LENNIE: I think we should get them different-colored rabbits.

GEORGE: Sure. Red rabbits and blue rabbits and green rabbits.

7. On the road again and arrival at Tyler Ranch (22:20)
(Barking dogs)

GEORGE: Leave them alone.

CANDY: Be quiet, dogs! Be quiet, goddamn it! Be quiet! Shut up, Smiley!
Shut up! Smiley! Down! You fellas looking for something?

GEORGE: We come here to work. Where's the boss?

CANDY: He's at the ranch house. I'm Candy. I'll take you up there. He was
expecting you last night. He was sore as hell that you wasn't here this morning.
He said "where the hell is them new men?" And he gives the stable buck hell,
too. See, the stable buck's a nigger. There he goes. He got a crooked back
where a horse kicked him one day. The boss gives him hell every time he gets
mad, but the stable buck... The stable buck don't give a damn about that! Boss
office in here. [Knock on door]

BOSS: Come in.

CANDY: These guys just came.

BOSS: | wrote Murray and Ready’s for two men to work this morning.
Where’s your work slips?

(George handing the slip over)

LENNIE: Is my slip there?
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BOSS: Wasn't Murray and Ready's fault. Says you were supposed to be
ready to work this morning.

GEORGE: Bus driver lied to us. We had to walk 10 miles.

BOSS: | don't give a damn about that. What's your name?

GEORGE: George Milton.

BOSS: What'’s yours?

GEORGE: His name's Lennie Small.

BOSS: Where’ve you been working?

GEORGE: Up around Weed.

BOSS: What about you?

GEORGE: Yeah. Him, too.

BOSS: He's not much of a talker, is he?

GEORGE: No. No, he ain't. He's a hell of a good worker. He's strong as a
bull.

LENNIE: Strong as a bull?

GEORGE: He can do anything you tell him. He's, uh... He's a good skinner.
He can rassel grain bags, drive a cultivator.

LENNIE: Cultivator.

GEORGE: | ain't sayin' he's bright. He ain't. But he's, ... He's a damn good
worker.

BOSS: Say... What are you selling? What's your stake in this guy? Are you
taking his pay from him?

GEORGE: Hell, no. He's my cousin. Told his old lady I'd take care of him. He
got kicked in the head by a horse when he was a kid.

BOSS: All right. But you better not try to put anything over on me. Now,
catch your grain teams after dinner.

LENNIE: | wasn't kicked in the head with no horse, George.

GEORGE: It would be a damn good thing if you was, it'd save everybody a
lot of trouble.

LENNIE: You said | was your cousin.

GEORGE: That was a lie. If | was a relative of yours, I'd shoot myself.

8. At the bunkhouse (26:30)

CANDY: Come on. I'll show you the bunkhouse. Go on. Go on, boy. Come
on. Come on. You can take these two bunks right here.

GEORGE: That's a hell of an old dog.

CANDY: Yeah. And he’s getting older, too. | had him since he was a pup.
God, he was a great sheepdog when he was younger.

GEORGE: Hey. What the hell is this? Says "positively Kills lice, roaches, and
other scourges.”" What kind of beds are you giving us?

CANDY: Wait a minute there, young fella. Let me see what you're talking
about there. -- Oh, yeah, yeah. Now | remember. Last guy that had this bunk
was a blacksmith. He'd squirt this stuff around even if there was no bugs. He
used to wash his hands even after he ate!

(In comes CURLEY)

CURLEY: Candy! Seen my old man?

CANDY: Yeah. He, uh... He's up at the house.

CURLEY: You the two new guys the old man's waiting for?

GEORGE: We just came in.

CURLEY: Let the big guy talk.

GEORGE: Suppose he don't want to talk.

CURLEY: What the hell are you getting into this for?
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GEORGE: We travel together.

CURLEY: Oh, so it's that way.

GEORGE: Yeabh, it's that way.

CURLEY: And you won't let the big guy talk?
(GEORGE looking at LENNIE)

LENNIE: We just come in.

CURLEY: Well, next time, you answer when you're spoken to.
(CURLEY out)

GEORGE: What the hell? Lennie didn't do nothing to him.

CANDY: That's the boss' son. Curley's pretty handy with his fists. Done a lot
of fighting in the ring.

GEORGE: What's he got against Lennie?

CANDY: Well, I'll tell you what: Curley's like a lot of little guys — hates big
guys. He's mad at them because he ain't a big guy.

GEORGE: Well, he better make no mistake about Lennie. Lennie ain't

handy. This Curley bastard’s going to get hurt if he messes around with Lennie.
CANDY: Yeah, well. -- Hey. hey, come here. | want to show you something.

Come on. Come here. | want to show you something. See that glove on his
hand?

GEORGE: Yeah.

CANDY: It's full of vaseline.

GEORGE: What for?

CANDY: Curley says he's keeping that hand soft for his wife.

GEORGE: That's a real nice thing to tell around.

CANDY (to his dog): Come on, boy.

GEORGE: Lennie... Look. See that guy?

LENNIE: Yeah.

GEORGE: The one that was just in here? He figures he got you scared. He’s
gonna get a sock at you the first chance he gets.

LENNIE: George, | don't want no trouble. Don’t let him sock at me!

GEORGE: Just try to keep away from him. If he comes in the bunkhouse,
move clear to the other side of the room.

LENNIE: George, you ain't mad at me, are you?

GEORGE: No, Lennie, | ain't mad. Just try to keep away from Curley. Don't
let him pull you in.

LENNIE: George, | wasn't going to say a word.

GEORGE: If you get in any trouble, you remember what | told you?

LENNIE: If | get in any trouble, | can't tend them rabbits.

GEORGE: No, that's not what | mean. Remember where we slept last night
down by the river?

9. The first encounter with Curley’s wife (30:42)

(In comes CURLEY’S WIFE)
CURLEY’S WIFE: I'm looking for Curley.
GEORGE: He was here a minute ago, but he went.
CURLEY’S WIFE: Oh. Sometimes Curley's in here.
GEORGE: He ain't now.
CURLEY’S WIFE: Well, if he ain't, guess | better look someplace else.
GEORGE: If | see him. I'll tell him you was looking for him.
CURLEY’S WIFE: Nobody can't blame a person for looking. See ya around.
LENNIE: She's pretty.
GEORGE: Lennie...

(kann seine
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LENNIE: Don't you think she's pretty. George?

GEORGE: Listen to me! Don't even look at her!

LENNIE: But —

GEORGE: | don't care what she says. She's a rattrap.

LENNIE: I wasn't doing nothing.

GEORGE: When she was shoving her legs around, you weren't looking the
other way. Keep away from her!

LENNIE: | don't like this place.

10. Lunch in front of the farm house (32:40)

SLIM: You the new guys?

GEORGE: Yeah.

SLIM: I'm Slim. You'll be on my team.

GEORGE: I'm George Milton. This here's Lennie Small.

SLIM: You travel around together?

GEORGE: Yeah.

SLIM: There ain't many guys travel around together. | don't know why.
Maybe everybody in the world's scared of each other.

GEORGE: Maybe.

SLIM: So, you ever bucked barley before?

GEORGE: Hell, yes. | ain't nothing to scream about, but Lennie's strong as-a
bull.

SLIM: Good. | got punks on my team. They don't know barley from a blue
bell. (To CARLSON) These guys just came.

CARLSON: | meant to ask you, Slim, how many puppies does your bitch
have?

SLIM: She slung eight. | drowned four. She couldn't feed that many, so |
kept the biggest.
(Dog barks)

CARLSON: Yeah, Candy's dog is old and no good. Candy should shoot him.
Then you could give him a puppy.
(After dinner)

LENNIE: George, ask that man, can | have a puppy?

GEORGE: | will. Don't worry.

11. Work in the fields and a puppy for Lennie (33:58)

(Lennie is working “like a bull”. The others have difficulties to keep up with him.)
(After a day’s work.)

GEORGE: You done real good today, Lennie. You done real good.
(Lennie pointing in the direction of Slim)

GEORGE: O.K., I'll ask him now. Hey, Slim.

(In the barn)

LENNIE: George, can | have this white one?

SLIM: If that's the one you want.

GEORGE: Can he stay here and hold it awhile?

SLIM: Sure.

GEORGE: Lennie... You can't take that pup out of here. It's too young to
leave the mother.

LENNIE: I ain't going to; George.

(On the way to the field. Everybody is ready to leave for work.)
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CURLEY: You talking today?

SLIM: No, he ain't talkin'.

CURLEY: He's working? - Is he a good worker?

SLIM: Best | ever had.

CURLEY: What about his partner? What about him? Is he a good worker? My
old man wants to know.

SLIM: Yeah, he's a good worker.

CURLEY: Heeyal

(Work in the fields)

SLIM: Come on. - George, this mule has a sore foot. Lead her back to the
stable and ask Crooks for another one.
(George takes the mule back to the ranch)

SLIM: Go on, now. - Jake!

GEORGE: Come on. girl. Come on. Come on.

12. The second encounter with Curley’s Wife (39:09)

(In the barn. George has just arrived with the mule.)
GEORGE: Come on. - Crooks!
CURLEY’S WIFE: Can | help?
GEORGE: No. I'm looking for Crooks. This mule's got a hurt foot. sleep
CURLEY’S WIFE: He ain't here. Nobody's here but me. Now you. - | feel so
lazy today. You feel lazy?
GEORGE: No.
CURLEY’S WIFE: | could take a nap right here. It's nice and cool here in the
barn and quiet. Everybody in the fields working in the hot sun. We're in a cool
barn. - | got a hurt foot, too. - | got mad at Curley last night, kicked at him and
missed, and kicked a chair instead. - Let go of that old mule and talk to me!
Are you from far away?
GEORGE: Pretty far.
CURLEY’S WIFE: How far is far away? - What's the town you came from?
GEORGE: You wouldn't know it if | told you.
CURLEY’S WIFE: You got a sweetheart back there?
GEORGE: No. making fun of
CURLEY’S WIFE: Did you ever have a sweetheart?
GEORGE: No.
CURLEY’S WIFE: You've never had a sweetheart?
GEORGE: No.
CURLEY’S WIFE: You're kidding me. A good-looking guy like you must have
had a million sweethearts. Your name's George, ain't it?
CURLEY: What the hell you doing out here?
CURLEY’S WIFE: Nothing.
CURLEY: | ain't talkin' to you. caring for one's
CURLEY’S WIFE: Who are you talking to? own things
CURLEY: Talking to him!
CURLEY’S WIFE: His name's George.
CURLEY: | know what his name is.What are you doing out here?
GEORGE: Minding my own business.
CURLEY: The last guy | caught minding his own business, | beat the hell out
of him and kicked him off the ranch. - Get on back to the house.
CURLEY’S WIFE: You don't own me, Curley!
CURLEY: Shut up! Get back in the house!



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

Materialien zur Medienp&dagogik Nr. 18: Of Mice and Men B

13. Night on the farm (42:42)

(In front of the bunkhouse. Lennie is approaching, hiding something.)

(SLIM: ... about 10,000, 12,000 feet.)

GEORGE: How you like your pup, Lennie?

LENNIE: I like that puppy. It's white like | wanted. (Enters quickly the bunk-
house.)

GEORGE: Lennie?

LENNIE: Yeah?

GEORGE: | told you not to bring that pup in here.

LENNIE: George, George, give it to me!

GEORGE: Back in the barn.

LENNIE: George, give it to me. George, | didn't mean no harm. George,
please, I'll take it back to the barn. | just want to feel him a little bit.

GEORGE: All right. Don't you take him out no more.
(Lennie walks away in the direction of the barn.)

SLIM: Jesus! He's still just like a kid, ain't he?

14. The killing of Candy’s dog (44:21)

(At the bunkhouse.)

CANDY: Either of you guys got a slug of whiskey? | got a gut ache.

SLIM: | ain't. I'd drink it if | had, and | ain't got no gut ache.

CARLSON: God almighty, that dog stinks. He's got no teeth. He's all stiff from
rheumatism. Ain't no good to you. Hell, he ain't no good to hisself. Why don't
you just shoot him, Candy?

CANDY: Well, | couldn't do that. | had him too long. | herded sheep with
him.

CARLSON: That poor old dog suffers hisself all the time.

CANDY: No, no.

CARLSON: Look... Take him out and shoot him in the back of the head. Right
there. Hell, he'd never even know what hit him.

CANDY: Oh, | couldn't do that. | had him too long.

CARLSON: I'll tell you what, Candy. I'll shoot him for you. Then it won’t be
you who done it. Slim”s bitch has got a litter right now. Slim would give you a
pup.

SLIM: Sure. You can have any one of them pups you want.

CANDY: No, no, no.

SLIM: Carlson's right, Candy. That dog ain't no good to hisself.

WHIT: Hey, Slim, read this.

SLIM: "Dear editor, | read your magazine for six years and think

it's the best on the market. | like stories by Peter Rand." - What you want me
to

read that for?

WHIT: Read the name at the bottom.

SLIM: "William Tenner."

WHIT: You met Bill Tenner, right?

SLIM: Yeah. Baldheaded guy, drove a cultivator.

(In the meantime Carlson has taken his Luger pistol out of his bag.)

CARLSON: Candy, if you want me to, I'll put that dog out of his misery right
now. Won't hurt him at all.

CANDY: Let's walit till tomorrow.
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CARLSON: Let's get it over with. We can't sleep with that stinking dog in here.
CANDY (after a pause): All right. Take him.
CARLSON: Come on, boy. Come on. He won't even feel it. Come on, boy.
Come on.
5 SLIM: Carlson... - Get a shovel.

CARLSON: Yeah.
SLIM: Candy, you can have any one of them pups you want.
WHIT: Uh, does anybody want to play a little -rummy?
GEORGE: Yeah.

10 [Gunshot]
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15. The life story of George and Lennie (50:12)

(Out on the field.)

WORKER: Hey. [grunts] Hey, hey! Slim?

SLIM: Yeah?

WORKER: | can't keep up with that guy. It'll kill me.

SLIM: All right. - Jack!

WORKER: Yeah?

SLIM: Take Mike's place.

WORKER: Aw, Slim!

SLIM: Just for a little while. -

SLIM: How long you and Lennie been together, George?

GEORGE: A long time, a real long time.

SLIM: Seems kind of funny... You two travelling around together.

GEORGE: What's funny about it?

SLIM: A cuckoo and a smart guy like you.

GEORGE: | ain't so smart, or | wouldn't be bucking barley for my 50 bucks a
month.

SLIM: | guess you're right. How did you two meet up?

GEORGE: | knew his aunt Clara. She took him when he was a boy. She
raised him up. When she died, Lennie just come along with me working. | used
to play jokes on him because he's too damn dumb to take care of himself.
He’s been doing any damn thing | told him.

(SLIM: Put that on back in here.)

GEORGE: One day... a bunch of guys standing around on the Sacramento
river, and | says, "Jump in, Lennie." and he jumps. He couldn't swim a stroke.
He damn near drowned. He's so damn nice to me for saving him. He forgot |
told him to jump in.

SLIM: He's a nice fella. A guy don't need no sense to be a nice fella.

GEORGE: Yeah, but he gets in trouble all the time because he's so god-
damn dumb. Like what happened in Weed.

SLIM: What did he do in Weed?

GEORGE: He seen this girl in a red dress, and the dumb bastard that he is,
he just... - He wants to touch everything he likes, so he reaches out to touch
this red dress. So the girl starts screaming, and that gets Lennie all mixed-up, so
he holds on. and he won't let go. Because that's the only thing he can think to
do.

SLIM: So what happened?

GEORGE: Well, she runs off across the field screaming. So me and Lennie
take off running. Pretty soon, here are a bunch of guys with dogs coming after
us. Had to hide in the irrigation ditch until it was safe to get away.

SLIM: Didn't hurt the girl none?

GEORGE: Hell, no. He just scared her.

SLIM: Well.... He ain't mean. | can tell a mean guy a mile off.

BOSS: Milton! | ain't payin' you to stand around. Get back to work.

SLIM: He came over for a drink.

BOSS: You get back to work. Get these men moving. They're way behind.
You men get moving here!

16. Curley the boxer (54:19)

(Curley is hitting a punching ball.)
BOSS: Goddamn it! Stop that racket!

(Bewasserungs-
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17. At the bunkhouse: The little place and the rabbits (56:13)

GEORGE: Lennie... | told you not to bring that pup in here.

LENNIE: I ain't got no pup. Ha ha hal

WHIT: Ha ha ha!
(In comes Curley.)

CURLEY: Any of you boys seen my wife?

WHIT: She ain't been here.

CURLEY (looking around): Where the hell's Slim?

WHIT: Went out to the barn. (Curley out.)

WHIT: Carlson, do you think he'll find Slim in the barn with his wife?

CARLSON: Better not tangle with Slim.

WHIT: Curley's looking for a fight. | got to see this. Come on, George.

GEORGE: No. I'll stay here. Thanks. (Carlson and Whit out.)

(TO LENNIE). Is Curley's wife in the barn?

LENNIE: If she was, | didn't see her. - George? Both the ends is the same.
Why are both the ends is the same?

GEORGE: | don’t know. It's just the way they make them. You sure she didn't
come in the barn like she come in here?

LENNIE: No. Never.

GEORGE: Give me a good whorehouse every time. A guy can go in, get
drunk and get it all out of his system and no messes.

LENNIE: George...

GEORGE: Yeah?

LENNIE: How long will it be till we get the little place and live off the fat of
the land?

GEORGE: Got to get some money together first. | know a place where you
can get cheap, but they ain't givin' it away.

LENNIE: Tell about that place, George.

GEORGE: It's 10 acres. It's got a windmill, got a little shack on it and a
chicken run.

LENNIE: Got rabbits, George?

GEORGE: Well, | could build a few hutches, and you could feed them al-
falfa.

LENNIE: You damn right! You goddamn right | could! But, George, tell what
that — that house.

GEORGE: Well, we'd have a little house, and we'd have a room to ourself.
We'd have a fat iron stove, and in the winter, we'd keep the fire going.

LENNIE: And rabbits. I'm gonna tend them. How do | tend the rabbits?

GEORGE: Well, you go out to the alfalfa field. You have a sack. You fill up
that sack, and you put it in the rabbit cage. We have pigeons that fly around
the windmill, like they done when | was a kid. It'd be our own. Nobody could
can us. We don't like a guy, we say, "get the hell out." If a friend come along,
we’d have an extra bunk, we'd say, "why don’t you spend the night," and, by
God, he would. We'd have a dog and a couple cats. - You got to make sure
them cats don't get them rabbits.

LENNIE: You just... You just let them try. I'm going to break them goddamn
cats' necks. | smash them cats with a stick. Ha ha ha!

CANDY: You know a place like this?

GEORGE: Suppose | do. What's it to you?

CANDY: How much they want for a place like that?

GEORGE: Could get it for 600 bucks.

CANDY: 600.

get in trouble
with

(Bordell)

hut
fenced-in piece
of land
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GEORGE: Old people that owns it is broke. ,

. . . to work with a

CANDY: | ain't much good with only one hand. That's why they give me a e
job sweeping. They give me $250 because | lost my hand. | got 50 more saved (garden tool)
in the bank. That's, uh. 300. | got 50 more coming at the end of the month. Sup-
pose | went in with you fellas. That'd be $350 that I'd put in. Let me tell you
something. | could cook. | could tend the chickens, and | could hoe in the
garden. Huh? Now, how would that be?

LENNIE: O.K.

GEORGE: | got to think about that. We's always gonna do it by ourselves.

LENNIE: We was gonna do it by ourselves.

CANDY: | tell you what. I'd make a will and leave my share to you in case |
kick off. | ain't got no relatives or nothin'. You fellas got money? We could do it
right now.

GEORGE: We got 10 bucks.

CANDY: 10 Bucks.

GEORGE: Yeah.

CANDY: Well.... You seen what they done to my dog. They said he wasn't no
good no more. | wish somebody would shoot me when | ain't no good. But they
won't do that. They'll can me, and | ain't gonna have no place to go.

GEORGE: Look, if me and Lennie work a month and don't spend nothin’,
we'll have 100 bucks. And you got 350?

CANDY: Yeah. You can have every cent of it. (kuindigen)

GEORGE: That'd be 450. | bet we could get it for that. You could get her
started. I'd get a job and make up the rest.

LENNIE: I'll take that goddamn pup.

GEORGE: Sure — know what | do? I'll write those people that we'll take it,
and Candy will send $100 to hold it?

CANDY: Sure. I'll have $30 more when you're ready to quit.

LENNIE: | get to tend rabbits.

CANDY: I'll hoe the garden, even if | ain't no good. They got a nice stove?

GEORGE: Yeah, they got a nice stove.

LENNIE: | bet that pup would like it there.

GEORGE: We're going to do it. God damn it, we'll fix up that little place and
go and live there.

LENNIE: When we gonna do it?

GEORGE: One month. Right smack in one month.
(Men talking outside)

GEORGE: Don't tell nobody about it.

LENNIE: Don't tell nobody.

CANDY: George... | ought to have shot that dog myself. | shouldn't let no
stranger shoot my dog.

(Anteil)
to die

afraid, cowardly
18. The fight: Curley — Lennie (1:02:00)

SLIM: Shut up! You been asking too often. I'm sick of it! If you can't look
after your goddamn wife, what do you expect me to do? You lay off me.

CURLEY: | didn't mean nothin'. Just thought you might have seen her. That’s
all.

CARLSON: Tell her to stay home where she belongs. You punk. You're yel-
low as a frog belly. You come for me, I'll kick your goddamn head in.

THE OTHERS: Bawk! Bawk, bawk, bawk! Bawk, bawk. Bawk, bawk. bawk,
bawk, bawk, bawk.
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CURLEY (addressing Lennie): What the hell you laughing about? Huh? You!
Come on, you big bastard, get up. No big son of a bitch is going to laugh at
me. Get up. I'll show you who's yellow. Get up!

GEORGE: Come on, Curley!

CURLEY: Get up and fight.

GEORGE: He didn't do nothin'! Cut it out, Curley!

GEORGE: Come on, Lennie. Fight back. Get him. Lennie! Fight back! Get
him, Lennie! Get him!

CURLEY: Uh! Unh! Ah! Get him off of me! Get him off! Get him off of me!
Aabh! Slim, help me.

GEORGE: Lennie! Let go! Unh... Lennie. Oh, my God! Lennie! Let go of his
hand! Come on!

CURLEY: Argh!

SLIM: Jesus.

LENNIE: You told me to, George! You told me to.

GEORGE: | know. Take it easy now.

SLIM : We got to get him to a doctor. Get the wagon hitched up. We'll take
him into Soledad.

CURLEY: Ahh...

LENNIE: | didn't want to hurt him!

GEORGE: | know. | know.

SLIM: It ain't your fault. Lennie. This punk had it coming to him.

GEORGE: Slim, is Curley's old man going to can us now?

SLIM: Hey, you hear me? Huh? Hey. you hear me? Huh... | think you got
your hand caught in a machine. Now. if you don't tell nobody what happened,
we ain't goin' to. You tell and try to get this guy canned, we'll tell everybody
what really happened. You got that?

CURLEY: Uh-huh.

SLIM: Good. George, you and Whit give me a hand. ... Lift him up. That's it.
Candy, get the door.

CURLEY: Ooh!

SLIM: Whit, you go on into town with Carlson.

(After the fight.)

LENNIE: George.

GEORGE: Jesus, you look like hell.

LENNIE: Do | still get to tend the rabbits?

GEORGE: Sure: You ain't done nothin' wrong.

LENNIE: | didn't want... | didn't want no trouble.

GEORGE: It’s all right. | know you didn't. Come on. Be quiet so | can clean
you up, O.K.?

LENNIE: O.K.

19. After the fight (1:06:09)

(In the fields.)

CURLEY’S WIFE: Hi, boys. Hot out here. Not cool like in the barn. - | said, it's
hot out here!

GEORGE: Why don't you go back to your house? We don't want no trouble.

CURLEY’S WIFE: | ain't givin' you no trouble. Think | don't like to talk to
somebody every once in a while?

GEORGE: You got a husband. Go talk to him.

fine, nice

Nonsense!

discolored skin
(after an inury)
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CURLEY’S WIFE: Ha! Sure, | got a husband. Swell guy, ain't he? Say, what
happened to Curley's hand?

GEORGE: He got his hand caught in a machine.

CURLEY’S WIFE: Baloney! What do you think you're selling me? - How'd you
get them bruises on your face?

LENNIE: Who, me?

CURLEY’S WIFE: Yeah, you.

LENNIE: Got his hand caught in a machine.

CURLEY’S WIFE: Yeah, O.K.

20. Lennie and Crooks (1:09:10)

(In the barn.)

LENNIE: Little more. Giddy-up. Ha! Come on.
(Puppy barking)

GEORGE: Lennie. I'm going to go into town with the guys.

LENNIE: Can | stay here?

GEORGE: Yeah. Just stay here for a little while, and then you go back to
the bunkhouse.

LENNIE: O.K.

MEN (shouting from outside): Come on, George

GEORGE: Don't you get in no trouble.

(Lennie stands in the door of Crook’s room.)

CROOKS: You ain't got no right to come into my room. Nobody got a right
to be here but me.

LENNIE: I--I seen your light.

CROOKS: | ain't wanted in y'alls' bunkhouses. You ain't wanted in my room.

LENNIE: Why ain't you wanted?

CROOKS: Because I'm black. They say | stink. All of y'all stink to me.

LENNIE: Everybody went into town.

CROOKS: Well, what you want?

LENNIE: Nothing. | see — | seen your light.

CROOKS: Well, come on in and sit awhile, if you won't get out of here and
leave me alone. Goddamn y'alls' soul! All the boys go into town?

LENNIE: All but old Candy. He just sat in the bunkhouse, figuring about the
rabbits.

CROOKS: What rabbits you talkin' about?

LENNIE: The rabbits we gonna get, and | get to tend them.

CROOKS: You nuts! You crazy as a wedge! | don't blame that guy you trav-
elin’ around with for keeping you out of sight.

LENNIE: No. Every word is the truth. You can ask George.

CROOKS: You travel around with George, don't you?

LENNIE: Me and George go everywhere together.

CROOKS: Sometime he talk to you, and you don't understand what the hell
he’s talkin' about. Ain't that so?

LENNIE: How long do you think it's going to be before the pup is old enough
to take away from its mother?

CROOKS: Whew, boy, | tell you. A guy can talk to you and be sure you ain't
gonna go blabbin'. Mm-mm. Just talking, and you don't understand nothin'. It
don't make no difference if you don't hear or understand, you just... Mmm
mwn... talking! Ha ha ha! Just talking. Just being with another guy. That's all.
Suppose... George don't come back no more. What you do then?

LENNIE: What?

crazy / very
crazy (piece of
V-shaped
wood)
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CROOKS: | said, suppose George go into town tonight, and you never
heard of him no more.
LENNIE: George would never do nothing like that.
CROOKS: Suppose he get hurt or killed and can't come back.
5 LENNIE: George can't get killed, because George is careful.
CROOKS: Well, just suppose. Suppose he don't come back. What you do
then?
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LENNIE: I don't know. Why are you doing anyways? That ain't true. George ain't
hurt.

CROOKS: They'd take you to the booby hatch, and they'd lock you up with
a collar.

LENNIE: Who'll hurt George?

CROOKS: Just supposing. George ain't hurt. He's all right! He's going to
come back.

LENNIE: What you supposing for? Ain't nobody talk no hurt to George.

CROOKS: Just keep calm.

LENNIE: Now — now, George ain't hurt. Ain't nobody talk no hurt to George!

CROOKS: All right. All right. Just — just sit down. Calm down. Go on. Well,
maybe you can see now. You got George. Suppose you ain't got nobody.
Suppose you can't go into the bunkhouse and play rummy because you's
black. Suppose you have to sit out here with the mules and read books. Books
ain't no good. A guy goes nuts, he ain't got nobody. | tell you, a guy gets too
lonely, he gets sick!

LENNIE: Maybe George come back already. Maybe | better go see.

CROOKS: I- I didn't mean to scare you. George gonna come back all right.
| was just talking about myself.

LENNIE: We're going to get a little place of land and rabbits and windmill.

CROOKS: Hmm? You nuts.

GEORGE: Lennie!

LENNIE: That - that George! George is back.

CROOKS: Yeah.

LENNIE: I'm in here, George.

GEORGE: What are you doing here? You shouldn't be here.

CROOKS: | told him, but he come on in anyway.

GEORGE: Why didn't you kick him out!

CROOKS: | guess | didn't care much.

GEORGE: Come on. Good night.

21. The third encounter with Curley’s Wife (1:15:15)

(On the way to the bunkhouse.)

LENNIE: | thought you was gonna stay in town.

GEORGE: Why'd you think that?

LENNIE: That nigger told me. He said you got hurt.

CURLEY’S WIFE: Hey! You see Curley in town?

GEORGE: No.

CURLEY’S WIFE: He went into town. His old man went into town, too. Yeah.
Couldn't even play my records tonight. Got no records left. | had four — “Am |
blue?” “Little by little”, “Button up your overcoat”, and “10 cents a dance”.
Curley got mad at me after supper, broke all my records. (Addressing Lennie.)
I know how you got them bruises on your face... And how Curley got his hand
busted.

LENNIE: He got his hand caught in a machine.

CURLEY’S WIFE: Yeah, all right. If you say so. (Walks back to the house, turns
around again.) Someday I'm going into town. and no one's ever going to see
me again, not Curley, not his old man, not a damn one of you bindle stiffs!

LENNIE: George. she's crying. George, why is she crying?

GEORGE: | don't know.

22. The horseshoe tournament (1:17:23)

mental hospital
a band round
the neck

migrant harvest
worker
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(Men playing horseshoes)
MEN: Aw, that ain't touching. Just pick it up. Ready to go? Ah, nothing. Unh!
Next play! Line up to pitch, men. Let's go.
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(In the bunkhouse.)

CANDY: | finished the letter. Maybe we ought to send the binding money
with the letter, George.

GEORGE: No. Let's wait till we hear from them.

CANDY: Now, | hope they ain't already sold it.

GEORGE: Don't you worry about that.

CANDY: I'd feel a lot better sending the money now.

GEORGE: Well, let me think about it.

CANDY: You know, | could hardly sleep last night, thinking about us getting
that farm.

GEORGE: We'll be there before you know it.

(Outside)

MEN: All right. Here we go. Come on, Crooks. Put her in. [Clank] Whoa!
Good shot. Almost. It's still in there. Pack them away. All right. Come on,
Crooks. Yeah, Crooks. He can do it. Put one on it. [Clank] Good!

(In the barn.)

LENNIE: (Crying) Why did you get killed? You ain't so little as the mice.
George is never... George is never going to let me tend them rabbits if he finds
out you got killed.

(Outside)

MEN: Come on, George. Yeah, George. Come on. There you go. There you
go. [Clank] Neither one of them got very close. O.K., Slim, come on. Shut up,
Smiley. [Clank] Whoa! No way! Nothing no way. Here | go. Tell him, Crooks.
Ringer time. Ringer time. Get a ringer, George. There you go.

23. The fatal encounter in the barn: Lennie and Curley’s Wife (1:18:20)

(In the barn.)

CURLEY’S WIFE: What you got there, sonny boy?

LENNIE: George says | ain't got nothing to do with you.

CURLEY’S WIFE: George giving you orders about everything?

LENNIE: I ain't gonna talk to you or nothin'.

CURLEY’S WIFE: All the guys got a horseshoe tournament going on. None of
them is gonna leave. Why can't we talk? | never get to talk to nobody. | get
awful lonely.

LENNIE: Uh, | ain't supposed to talk to you.

CURLEY’S WIFE: You can talk to people, but | can't talk to nobody but
Curley, because he gets mad. How do you like not to talk to anybody? - What
do you got covered up there?

LENNIE: A d — little pup. That's the little pup.

CURLEY’S WIFE: Why is he dead?

LENNIE: Uh...I was just playing with him.

CURLEY’S WIFE: Don't you worry none. He's just a mutt. You can get another
one easy.

LENNIE: Well, uh... George ain't gonna let me tend them rabbits now.

CURLEY’S WIFE: Why don't he?

LENNIE: Well, he said when... Any — | did any bad things, then | wouldn't be
tending rabbits.

CURLEY’S WIFE: Don't you worry about talking to me. Listen to the guys yell
out there. They won't leave till it's over.

LENNIE: I ain't supposed to talk to you.

(Koter)

shout
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CURLEY’S WIFE: What's the matter with me? Ain't | got a right to talk to no-
body?

LENNIE: George said you get the people in a mess.

CURLEY’S WIFE: Oh, nuts! What kind of harm am | doing to you? | tell you, |
ain't used to living like this. God, | could have made something of myself.
Maybe | will yet. One day a show came through Salinas, and | met one of the
actors. He says | could go with the show. My old lady wouldn't let me. He says |
could've. | wouldn't be living like this.

LENNIE: We were supposed to get a little place and then get rabbits.
CURLEY’S WIFE: (Sighing) Another time, | met a guy. He was in pictures.
Went out to the riverside dance palace with him. He says he was going to put
me in the movies. He says | was a natural. When he got back to Hollywood, he
was going to write me about it. | never did get that letter. | always thought my
old lady stole it, too. She said no. So, um... | married Curley. Met him at the riv-

erside dance palace that same night. Are you listening?

LENNIE: S-sure.

CURLEY’S WIFE: | ain't told this to nobody before. Maybe | oughtn't to. - |
don't like Curley. He ain't a nice fella. - | could have been in the movies, had
nice clothes. This guy said | was a natural.

LENNIE: May-maybe if — if you took this pup and you throwed him away,
then George would never know. | could tend them rabbits.

CURLEY’S WIFE: What makes you so nuts about rabbits?

LENNIE: | — I like to pet nice things with the fingers- soft things.

CURLEY’S WIFE: Well, who don't? Everybody likes that. Do you like to feel
velvet?

LENNIE: You bet, by God! | — | had me some, too, that the lady give me
some. Then | lost it.

CURLEY’S WIFE: You're nuts. But you're kind of a nice fella, just like a big
baby. -

CURLEY’S WIFE: Sometimes when I'm doing my hair, | just stroke it because
it's so soft. Feel right here.

LENNIE: That's nice.

CURLEY’S WIFE: You like it, don't you? | like it, too. It feels nice.

LENNIE: That's nice. - That's nice.

CURLEY’S WIFE: Don't mess it up. Look out, now. You'll mess it up. Don't mess
it up. Let go. Hey, let go. Will you let go? Let go! (Screaming)

LENNIE: Shh. Shh. Shh. Hey, no. Don't do none of that. Please, don't you go
yelling! Shh. Shh. Don't — don't you go yelling! Don't. Don't. (Screaming) don't
yell! Don't do that. George is going to be mad if you yell. -----

LENNIE: Don't want to hurt you, but you're going to get me in trouble. You
done a bad thing. | — | done a bad thing. | done a — a really bad thing. (A
pigeon scares Lennie. He runs away.)

(Outside)
MEN: [Cheering] All right, George. You did good.

24. The disclosure of the death of Curley’s Wife (1:28:54)
(In the barn)
CANDY: Lennie! Lennie! Lennie! | got something here to show you. — (Sees

Curley’s Wife lying there.) | didn't know you was out here. You oughtn't to sleep
out here. Jesus Christ!

(Outside. Candy looks out for George.)

(Samt)
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(Inside the barn.)

GEORGE: Hey. Damn!

CANDY: What are we going to do now, George?

GEORGE: We ought to tell the guys.

CANDY: No, no. We ought to let him get away. You don't know that Curley.
Curley's going to want to get him lynched.

GEORGE: | won't let him hurt Lennie. - All right, now, listen. The guys might
think | was in on it. I'll go in the bunkhouse. You give me a minute. You come
out and tell the guys, and I'll come along like | never seen her. Will you do
that?

CANDY: Sure, George.

(Outside)

MEN: Come on. You can do it. Let's see what you got. Whoa! O.K., Slim,
come on. There you go. Whoa! Whoa! Ha ha!

CANDY: Slim! Slim! Something happened to Curley's wifel Come quick!
Come on! Come on! Come on! Come on!

SLIM: What the hell's going on, Candy? Let's go see.

CANDY: | don't know. Let's go. Over here. Move it.

(In the barn.)

SLIM: She ain't movin'.

CURLEY: | know who done it. That loony son of a bitch done it. I'm going to
get him. I'm going to get my rifle, and I'll kill him myself. | — I'll get my gun.

CARLSON: I'll go with you. Tom, let's get the horses.

CURLEY: Saddle my horse! Get the dogs ready! Get my gun!

SLIM: | guess Lennie done it, all right. Her neck's bust. Lennie could have
done that!

(George nods.)

SLIM: All right. boys! Well, | guess we got to get him.

GEORGE (to Slim): Couldn't you bring him in and lock him up? He's nuts. He
never done this to be mean.

SLIM: If we could keep Curley in, we might, but Curley wants to shoot him. -
Suppose they lock him up and strap him down in a cage. That ain't no good,
George. (Dogs barking)

CARLSON: Let's get a move on! That bastard stole my gun. Take the nigger's
shotgun.

(Slim takes a quick look at George.)

SLIM: Curley. maybe you'd better stay with your wife.

CURLEY: Oh, no, goddamn it. I'll kill the son of a bitch myself. Come on! Let's
move! (Dogs barking) Whit, Carlson, you fellas ride with me.

25. The man hunt (1:34:30)

CURLEY: anybody finds him first, hold him there. | want first crack at him!
Slim, take your men south. I'm going to take my men north. Let them go! Move
out! Move it!

[Whistling] Hyah! Hyah! Hyah! Come on. Let's go.

CANDY: What you gonna do, George?

GEORGE: I've got to find Lennie before they do.

CANDY: Will you help him?

GEORGE: | don't know what I'm going to do.
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(Dogs barking)
MEN: Hyah! Hyah! Hyah! Hyah! Hyah!

26. George’s and Lennie’s final meeting (1:37:20)

GEORGE: Lennie? Lennie? Lennie!

LENNIE: George... George. | didn't. | didn't forget, George. | didn't. | didn't
remember
where we was, but | didn't forget. | couldn't — | couldn't find it.

GEORGE: It's O K. It's O.K. - O.K.?

LENNIE: | didn't forget where you told me.

GEORGE: It's O.K. It's O.K.

LENNIE: George?

GEORGE: Yeah?

LENNIE: Ain't you gonna give me hell? Like — like you done before? Like, "if
| didn't have you I'd take my 50 bucks, go into a cathouse..."

GEORGE: Jesus Christ, Lennie. You can't remember nothing that happens;
but you remember every word | say.

LENNIE: | thought you was mad at me, George.

GEORGE: No. | ain't mad. | ain't never been mad.

LENNIE: You — you ain't gonna leave me, George. | — | know you ain't. -
George, | done a - | done a bad thing.

GEORGE: It don't make no difference.

LENNIE: George? George? Where we going to go how?

GEORGE: | don't know.

LENNIE: | — I like it here. George, tell — tell me like you done before. You
know, about them other guys and about us. (Dogs barking in the background.)
George, tell it like you done before.

GEORGE: O.K. - O.K. You look over there, -

LENNIE: O.K.

GEORGE: And I'll tell you so you can almost see it, O.K.?

LENNIE: Where?

GEORGE: Over there.

LENNIE: O.K. Over there.

GEORGE: O.K. Guys like us, they got no family. And they ain't got nobody
who gives a hoot in hell about them.

LENNIE: But not us, George. That's it, George. Tell about us now.

GEORGE: Not us.

LENNIE: Because?

GEORGE: Because | got you.

LENNIE: And | got you, George, that gives a hoot in hell about us. George,
tell now how it's going to be.

GEORGE: We're going to get a little place. Yeah. We're going to get a little
place. We're going to... Have... We're going to have a cow and some pigs and
maybe — maybe a chicken. Down in the flat, we'll have...

LENNIE: a field of alfalfa for the rabbits. | get to tend the rabbits...

27. Leaving on an train (1:42:40)
[The noise of an approaching train can be heard and the picture of George
and Lennie fades out while a new picture - George, in sorrowful thoughts, leav-

ing on a train - fades in.]

28. Days gone by (1:43:00)

to care
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[In a flashback, George sees pictures of the past: He is working in the fields
with Lennie and then the two of them walk out of the picture, side by side, and
Lennie, affectionately, touches George.]

29. Credits (1:43:43)
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Chapter 1

John Steinbeck introduces us first of all to
a place: a clearing on a wooded riverbank
where a path ends up at a deep, green pool
(p- 7). In the evening of a hot day, two men
appear in the clearing (p. 8). When Lennie
drinks thirstily from the pool, George warns
him sharply that the water may not be fresh.
They sit by the pool (p. 9).

Complaining about Lennie’s bad mem-
ory, George reminds him that an employ-
ment agency has sent them into the country
to work (p. 10). Lennie has been playing with
a dead mouse and George takes this away
from him. George also tells him not to open
his mouth in front of the boss at the ranch
where they are to work (p. 11).

Lennie is sent to get wood for a fire (p. 12)
but comes back holding only one small
stick. Realizing that Lennie has gone in
search of the mouse, George makes him
give it up, and throws it far away (p. 13).
George reminds Lennie how, when he had
mice as pets, he used to kill them by acci-
dent (p. 14).

After Lennie has fetched more wood,
George lights a fire and starts to heat some
cans of beans. Lennie says that he likes
beans with ketchup and George loses his
temper (p. 15). He accuses Lennie of being
a burden on him and always getting him
into trouble, like when people thought Len-
nie had attacked a girl (p. 16). Lennie of-
fers to go away, alone, to the hills; but
George tells him that he wants him to stay.

Lennie then asks George to tell him
"about the rabbits" (p. 17). Telling what is
clearly a familiar story, George describes
to Lennie how one day, unlike other ranch
hands, the two of them will have a little
place of their own (p. 18). While they have
supper, George tells Lennie to come back
to the clearing if he gets into trouble again
(p. 19). They lie down to sleep (p. 20).

Chapter 2

It is ten in the morning (p. 20), and an
old man is showing George and Lennie
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which bunks to take at the ranch's sleeping
quarters. George complains that the bunk-
house isn’t clean but the old man denies it
(p. 21). He also tells them that the boss is
angry because they didn’t turn up for work
that morning (p. 22).

When the boss comes into the
bunk-house he complains to George and
Lennie about their lateness: George offers
an excuse for this (p. 23). The boss be-
comes suspicious of the fact that George is
doing most of talking (p. 24); and, after
warning George not to be ”a wise guy”, the
boss leaves (p. 25). While George is telling
Lennie off for opening his mouth in front of
the boss (p. 25), he discovers the old man
outside the door. The old man denies the
charge of eavesdropping.

A young man, Curley, comes into the
room looking for the boss, his father (p. 26).
Catching sight of Lennie, he becomes ag-
gressive and tries to make him talk (p. 27).
After Curley leaves, the old man tells
George that Curley is an experienced
boxer (p. 27); but George replies that Len-
nie could make short work of him (p. 28).
According to the old man, Curley’s recent
marriage has made him even more ag-
gressive. His wife, apparently, still has an
eye for other men (p. 29). When the old
man has gone, George tells Lennie to try to
avoid Curley (p. 30); but, if he gets into any
kind of trouble, to go back to the clearing
by the river (p. 31).

Curley’s wife appears in the bunk-
house, saying that she’s looking for Curley.
Lennie thinks that she’s pretty but George
doesn’t like the way she talks to them (p.
32). After she has gone, George gives Len-
nie a fierce warning to stay away from her.

Slim, the leader of one of the work
teams, comes into the bunk-house and
speaks in a friendly way to George and
Lennie (p. 34). When another man, Carlson,
joins them, it comes out in conversation
that Slim’s bitch has just had puppies (p.
35). Curley suggests that the old man,
Candy, should shoot his dog and take one
of Slim’s puppies. When Carlson and Slim
leave the room, Lennie and George discuss



the possibility of Lennie’s getting one of the
puppies too (p. 36). Curley comes in look-
ing for his wife and exchanges a few un-
friendly words with George; George and
Lennie then leave to find their dinner (p.
37).

Chapter 3

It is evening in the bunk-house and
George and Slim sit down to talk (p. 37).
George thanks Slim for giving a puppy to
Lennie; he is then drawn into talking about
how he and Lennie have ended up travelling
together (p. 38). He and Lennie, he says,
have got used to each other (p. 39) - al-
though Lennie does often got into trouble,
like on the recent occasion when a girl mis-
takenly accused him of attacking her (p.
40). Lennie comes in and goes straight to his
bunk, hiding the puppy that he is carrying.
Undeceived, George sends him away to
take the puppy back to its mother (p. 41).

When Candy and Carlson come in from
playing horseshoes, Carlson starts com-
plaining about the smell from Candy’s old
dog (p. 42). Carlson claims that it would be
kinder to the dog to shoot it now rather
than let it linger on. But Candy is reluctant
to take this decision. Slim agrees with Carl-
son (p. 43).

The discussion is interrupted by the en-
trance of another ranch hand, Whit, who is
anxious to show Slim a magazine (p 44).
Refusing to be distracted, Carlson presses
Candy to agree to the shooting of the dog;
he produces his Luger pistol in readiness.
When Slim says nothing, Candy agrees,
miserably (p. 45).

After Carlson has taken the dog, several
attempts to engage Candy in conversation
fail; George and Whit sit down together at
the card table (p. 46). Eventually, the sound
of a shot is heard (p. 47).

Crooks, the black ranch hand in charge
of the stable, appears, and asks Slim to go
with him to the barn. While playing cards,
Whit and George talk about Curley’s wife
(p. 49). They agree that her presence
seems likely to cause trouble on the ranch.
Whit then asks George to join himself and
the others the following night on a visit to
the local brothel (p. 49). A few minutes af-
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ter Carlson and Lennie return to the bunk-
house, Curley bursts in, asking if anyone
has seen his wife or Slim (p. 50). When he
hears that Slim is in the barn, he dashes out,
closely followed by Whit and Carlson (p.
51).

Lennie tells George that Slim has told
him not to pet the pups so much; he also
says that Curley’s wife hasn’t been in the
barn. George expresses his worry about the
set-up on the ranch (p. 52) and goes on to
describe in detail the place which he and
Lennie hope to get someday (p. 53). Lennie
asks George to tell him exactly how he,
Lennie, will care for the rabbits they will
keep (p. 54). When Candy joins in the con-
versation, George is suspicious at first but
listens quietly to Candy's proposal that he
should contri-bute his savings and join in
the scheme (p. 55). After doing some cal-
culations, George realizes that their dream
may now be within their grasp (p. 56).
Greatly excited, the three decide to leave
the ranch after a month; but George cau-
tions them against telling anyone of their
plans. Candy adds sadly that he should
have shot his dog himself (p. 57).

Slim returns to the bunk-house, accom-
panied by Curley, Carlson and Whit. When
Slim warns Curley to leave him alone,
Curley looks around for someone to vent
his rage on. He picks on Lennie (p. 58).
Lennie is reluctant to fight back but, urged
on by George, he seizes Curley's fist and
crushes it; the fight is finished (p. 59). Before
Curley is taken away to a doctor, Slim
makes him promise not to tell anymore that
it was Lennie who hurt his hand (p. 60).
George reassures Lennie that he is not in
trouble this time (p. 61).

Chapter 4

Crooks, the "stable buck", has his living
and sleeping quarters in the harness room
(p. 61). Lennie comes to this room an Satur-
day night and, unsuccessfully at first, tries to
make friends with Crooks (p. 62). After Len-
nie has explained that the others have the
others have gone into town and that he,
Lennie, has been looking at the pups in the
stable, Crooks softens a little and tells Lennie
to sit down (p. 63).
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In conversation, Lennie lets slip the secret
of the planned-for land (p. 64); Crooks reacts
by mocking Lennie’s friendship with George
(p. 65). When Crooks mentions the possibility
of George’s not coming back, Lennie ad-
vances threateningly on him; but is slightly
placated by Crooks’s explanation that lone-
liness lies behind his mockery (p. 66). Crooks
reminisces affectionately about his child-
hood on his father’s ranch, but casts scorn
on Lennie and George’s dream of land of
their own (p. 67).

Candy joins the two men in Crooks’s room
(p. 68) and the talk turns again to the dream
of land. Fiercely, Candy defends their plans
against Crooks’s mockery (p. 69). Impressed
despite himself, Crooks offers to come and
help.

On the appearance of Curley's wife, the
men fall silent and sullen - apart from Lennie
who is fascinated (p. 70). When Curley’s wife
tries to find out what happened to Curley’s
hand, Candy tells that he got it caught in a
machine; a lie which she rejects angrily (p.
71). Stung by the insults which she has di-
rected at them, Candy tells her that they
have land of their own. Unconvinced, she
notices the bruises on Lennie’s face and
works out that it was he who hurt Curley (p.
72).

Candy tells her to leave Lennie alone;
and Crooks demands that she leave his
room. Curley’s wife turns viciously on Crooks,
threatening him with terrible punishment (p.
73). Telling her that he has heard the men
coming back, Candy urges her to go away;,
but, after she has gone, Crooks has lost all
heart for the project (p. 74). George appears
and scolds Lennie and Candy for talking
about their plans (p. 75).

Chapter 5

It is Sunday afternoon and all the ranch
hands except Lennie are playing horseshoes
outside. Lennie is sitting in the barn looking
sorrowfully at the puppy, which he has just
killed by accident (p. 76). Worried that
George will punish him, he debates what to
do until, suddenly, Curley’s wife appears
beside him and tries to draw him into con-
versation (p. 77).

Although Lennie attempts to avoid talking
to her, Curley’s wife wins him over by sympa-

thizing about the puppy’s death (p. 78). Go-
ing on to talk about her earlier life, she ex-
presses resentment over lost hopes and op-
portunities (p. 79). The conversation turns to
Lennie’s dream farm and rabbits; Lennie ex-
plains that he likes rabbits because they are
soft to touch (p. 80). Curley’s wife then invites
him to feel her hair but, when his hand is
heavy on her head, she gets angry and
screams (p. 81). In a panic, Lennie tries to
silence her but, when she continues to
scream, he shakes her angrily. This breaks
her neck (p. 82).

Frightened at what he has done, Lennie
remembers what George said about going
back to the clearing and he leaves the
barn (p. 82). Curley’s wife lies undisturbed,
peaceful in death, until Candy comes into
the barn; in discovering the dead body, he
leaves again, quickly (p. 83).

Candy returns to the barn with George,
who immediately realizes how Curley’s wife
has met her death; the two men discuss
what is to be done (p. 84). George decides
that the other men must be told what has
happened; but he asks Candy to give a
few minutes’ start before the news is broken
(p. 85). After expressing his rage and dis-
appointment over his lost dreams, Candy
fetches the other men. Curley immediately
identifies Lennie as the killer and goes off to
get his shotgun (p. 86). He returns to the
barn with Carlson, who says that his Luger
has been stolen; assuming that Lennie has
taken it, Curley expresses his intention of
shooting Lennie on sight (p. 87). George is
forced to join the hunting party; while
Candy is told to stay with the dead woman

(p. 88).
Chapter 6

Itis late afternoon in the clearing by the
river and Lennie comes out of the brush-
wood to drink from the pool (p. 88). Sitting
by the river, he wonders to himself how
George will treat him now; in his imagina-
tion his Aunt Clara scolds him for being a
burden on George (p. 89). An imaginary
giant rabbit then appears to him (p. 90)
and threatens that this time George will
leave him.

When George himself comes to the
pool, he calms Lennie down and they sit



silently while the shouts of the searching
men come from a distance (p. 91). Puzzled
that George doesn’t seem angry with him,
Lennie encourages him to tell the familiar
stories about the two of them, together and
alone (p. 92). George asks Lennie to turn
his head and look across the river while he,
George, tells him how things will be;
meanwhile, unseen, George takes Carl-
son’s Luger out of his pocket (p. 93).

The distant voices come nearer and, af-
ter reassuring Lennie that he isn’t angry with
him, George shoots him in the back of the
head (p. 94). The other men from the ranch
burst into the clearing; George pretends
that he has taken Carlson’s gun away from
Lennie in a struggle. Understanding some-
thing of what George is going through, Slim
leads him gently away (p. 95).

Die summary ist entnommen den Penguin
Passnotes zu John Steinbeck, Of Mice and
Men & The Pearl. Penguin Books, Har-
mondsworth 1986. Die Seitenzahlen be-
ziehen sich auf die Textangaben von Pan
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